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JohnDavid (JD) Barton, MA
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JD Received his bachelor’s degree in Comparative Sociology from the University of Puget Sound and his master’s degree in Psychology from Pepperdine University, where he was part of the CREATE Lab, evaluating performance-based interventions for at-risk youth in the SMMUSD. He has worked in a private practice conducting neuropsychological assessments. He served at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles as a project coordinator, studying stress and pain in children and parents after being admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU), as well as on Provider-Tailored Interventions for Perioperative Stress (P-TIPS). Currently, JD is enrolled at University of Miami, pursuing a PhD in Clinical Child Psychology.
Veronica Diaz, BA
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Veronica Diaz received her bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. At the University of Michigan, she studied adolescent anxiety, the brain correlates of SSRI treatment, and fMRI and PET imaging examining brain mechanisms that contribute to the recovery of depression in adults. At Children’s Hospital Los Angeles she worked as a project coordinator, studying stress and pain response in children and their parents following admission to the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU), as well as a multi-site study on Provider-Tailored Interventions for Perioperative Stress (P-TIPS) examining health care provider behavior and children’s perioperative distress. Veronica is attending the University of California, Los Angeles and will receive a master’s degree in Social Work with a health concentration.
Raquel Engilman, MA
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Raquel received her bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University of California, Los Angeles and her master’s degree in Psychology from Pepperdine University, where she was part of a neuropsychology assessment team administering tests to adults with psychiatric disorders. 
Raquel continued as a psychometrician at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, conducting research with children diagnosed with diabetes, optic nerve hypoplasia and those undergoing bone marrow transplants. More recently, she broadened her research interests by joining the Department of Anesthesiology Critical Care Medicine as a project manager and psychometrician.  She manages clinical trials sponsored by Pfizer, Inc., and Forest Research Institute, Inc., assessing the safety and efficacy of medication on adolescents with fibromyalgia and major depressive disorder. 

Her research interests include the effects of chronic pain on cognitive functioning, craniofacial microsomia and the neurodevelopmental, psychological and biological development of pediatric traumatic medical stress in children with retinoblastoma and their families.
Natalia Jaramillo, BA
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Natalia graduated from Clark University with a Bachelors of Arts in psychology. During her time at Clark, she received research training in the Mental Health, Culture, and Community Research Program with Dr. Esteban Cardemil. After graduating, Natalia was a trainee in the Latino Mental Health Research Training Program in Puebla, Mexico and went on to work at the University of Southern California as a research assistant for Dr. Steven Lopez’s research study Prosocial Family Factors in the Course of Schizophrenia among Mexican Americans.

Currently, she is a research coordinator at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles where she works on a multi-site study called Provider-Tailored Interventions for Perioperative Stress (P-TIPS) which examines health care provider behavior and children’s perioperative distress. She also works on a study looking at stress and pain responses in children and their parents following admission to the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU). Natalia’s research interests include health disparities and cultural competent treatments for underserved groups, caregiver stress, and the use of mindfulness meditation to alleviate stress in patients and their families.
Sage Lachman, BA
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Sage Lachman graduated from Pitzer College with a Bachelors of Arts in psychology and a minor in sociology. During her time at Pitzer, she received research training in the Behavioral Health Laboratory with Dr. KaMala Thomas. She also become a state certified crisis intervention counselor for survivors of sexual assault and volunteered at Project Sister Family Services. 

Currently, she is a research specialist and coordinator at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles where she works on a study examining delirium, PTSD, pain, and cognitive function in children admitted to the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU). She also coordinates a study assessing the efficacy of Virtual Reality as a method to reduce pain and anxiety in children during painful medical procedures. 

Sage’s research interests in pediatric clinical health psychology include the assessment treatment, and clinical investigation of coping and acute and chronic pain in children with chronic medical conditions. Sage is also interested in researching health promotion, health-related quality of life, posttraumatic stress response following medical trauma, health disparities, and culturally sensitive treatments for underserved groups.
Kerri Marks, LCSW
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Kerri Simon (nee Marks) is a licensed clinical social worker who specializes in pediatric chronic pain, behavioral health, and integrative medicine (biofeedback and hypnotherapy). 

Kerri has been the clinical coordinator of the pediatric pain management clinic at CHLA for the past seven years. She has expertise in assessment of chronic pain, pain education and providing psychotherapy to children and adolescents with chronic pain. Kerri co-facilitates our Biofeedback clinic with Dr. Yetwin. In addition to providing psychotherapy to patients in the pediatric pain management clinic, she provides psychotherapy to patients in the inpatient pain rehab program. 

Kerri is the coordinator of the USC UCEDD social work internship program at CHLA and supervises the GPE interns and fellows who rotate through the Pediatric Pain Management Clinic.  Kerri earned her master’s in social work from USC School of Social Work and completed a social work fellowship in pain management at CHLA.
Rika Meyer, PhD
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Dr. Meyer received her bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University of California, Los Angeles in 2005 where she developed research interests in peer relations during adolescence. She received her master’s degree in 2008 and her doctorate in 2011 in Developmental Psychology at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Her interests include peer relations, friendship development, and health and risk behavior in children and adolescents. 

Currently, she is applying her background in developmental psychology to researching social development and stress in children and adolescents with chronic illness. She is also interested in examining using complementary alternative medicine (CAM) therapies to alleviate stress in patients and their families. 

At Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, she coordinates studies on CAM therapies, stress, pain, and coping in children and adolescents with chronic illness. She is also an adjunct faculty member in the Child Development Department at California State University, Dominguez Hills.
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