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Short Essay Questions 
Questions that will be asked on application

RN RESIDENCY APPLICATION ESSAY PROMPTS
1. Why do you want to pursue an RN residency position at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles? Provide specific examples demonstrating how your skills will contribute to your effectiveness as a nurse at CHLA? (500words maximum)
2. [bookmark: _Hlk193998772]We have 7 practice areas that are currently hiring RN residents. Please choose up to 2 areas you'd like to work in and state why for each of them. If relevant to your choices, share learning from your Captone experience, coursework, practicum, etc. (150 words maximum per unit)

Medical-Surgical
A) 5 East: A 32-bed medical/surgical unit that cares for a broad range of patients, both in complexity and age. Primary patient populations include NICCU graduates, respiratory diagnoses such as bronchiolitis, genetic diagnoses such as cystic fibrosis or sickle cell anemia, and patients with neurologic disorders or seizures.
B) 5 West: A 32-bed medical/surgical unit caring for a high acuity population. Primarily focused on respiratory diseases and infectious diseases, however we specialize on chronic ventilator dependent patients and diabetics.
C) 6 West: A 32-bed medical/surgical unit primarily focused on patients needing care related to liver and kidney transplants, intestinal rehabilitation, complex care, and general post-surgical.
D) Duque: A 35-bed medical/surgical unit that cares for a broad range of patients. This unit also specializes in medical stabilization for patients with eating disorders, cardiac care, and patients requiring epilepsy monitoring.
Hematology-Oncology
A) 4 East: A 32-bed unit treating patients with various cancers from leukemias/lymphomas to solid tumors along with blood disorders such as sickle-cell anemia and hemophilia. Our patients are cared for by a staff of highly skilled and compassionate nurses, physicians and ancillary members of the health care team.
B) [bookmark: _Hlk193999441]4 West: A 16- bed specialty unit that cares for Oncology patients including chemotherapy administration, antibody therapy, radiation, and palliative care.
C) [bookmark: _Hlk193999641]BMT: A 14-bed ICU licensed specialty unit with a team that cares for critically ill patients diagnosed with cancer, genetic diseases, and marrow failure syndromes. Patients undergo hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) and/or CAR T-cell therapy. CAR T-cell therapy is a cancer immunotherapy in which a patient's T-cells are genetically engineered in a laboratory to recognize and destroy cancer cells, and then infused back into the body to fight the cancer. Our patients are admitted for weeks to months, so support from our fabulous multidisciplinary team is both meaningful and essential.
Neonatal Intensive Critical Care Unit (NICCU): A 58-bed Level IV neonatal intensive care unit that serves as an international referral center, with the majority of patients from the Western United States. The NICCU provides a complete range of medical and surgical services for neonates with the most complex conditions. The unit's specialized programs include the extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) Program, Whole-Body Therapeutic Hypothermia Program, complex surgical specialties, highly specialized ventilatory support and home ventilation program, neonatal and infant diagnostic and follow-up services.
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU): A 36-bed unit across two locations in the hospital. The PICU provides family-centered, multidisciplinary care for critically ill patients ranging from infancy through young adulthood. We utilize advanced therapies and equipment to care for patients with rare diseases, post-liver and kidney transplants, Level 1 traumas, and complex medical/surgical cases.
Heart Institute
A) Cardiothoracic Intensive Care Unit (CTICU): A 24-bed unit that provides advanced treatment for all heart disorders and defects affecting children from neonates to young adults. As one of the highest acuity units in the hospital, training in the CTICU allows the nurse to be competent in providing care to patients that require inotropic infusions, central/arterial line monitoring, temporary pacemakers, mechanical ventilators, ventricular assist devices, and many other interventions.
B) Cardiovascular Acute (CV Acute): A 21-bed medical/surgical unit that cares for neonates, infants, children and adolescents with complex congenital heart defects or arrhythmias requiring Cardiac Cath, surgical repair or medical management. Also, congenital or acquired heart conditions that require interventional management, and heart failure potentially requiring inotropic support, ventricular assist device placement or heart transplantation.
C) Cross Train: This position will include training to work in both CTICU and CVA units.
Emergency Department: A 41-bed tertiary care facility with an annual volume of nearly 100,000 visits, a dedicated urgent care area and two trauma bays. The patient population ranges from neonates to adolescents and a large number of these patients have high acuity and complex medical conditions. 
Operating Room (OR): A 15 surgical operating room unit that provides 24/7 surgical care to children of all ages (neonate to adult) who are to undergo general anesthesia for operative or other invasive procedures, with an estimated surgical case volume of 17,000 surgical cases a year. We work with the following specialty groups to provide care: Anesthesiology, Bone Marrow Transplant, Cardiothoracic surgery, Dentistry, Dermatology, Gastroenterology, General pediatric surgery/Abdominal Transplant, Hematology/Oncology, Neurosurgery, Ophthalmology, Orthopedic Surgery, Otolaryngology, Plastic Maxillofacial surgery, Pulmonology, and Urology.


3. How would you adapt your nursing care to ensure inclusivity while caring for the diverse patient and family population served by CHLA? (200 words maximum) (200 words maximum) 

4. At CHLA, we seek to provide a person-centered experience that humanizes their care and differentiates CHLA from other health care providers. Tell us about a time you provided impressive person-centered care. (400 words maximum)  
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