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Ethics and Scientific Accountability 

Childrens Hospital Los Angeles

Vignette #2a
Responsible Authorship
You have been recently hired as an Assistant Professor in the Division of Pediatric Pulmonology at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles.  During your fellowship training, you were interested in exercise physiology in children with chronic lung disease.  You are performing your first major research project as a faculty member.  You would like to investigate how infant lung disease affects lung function in later life.  Your research study measured pulmonary function tests and exercise stress tests in 25 children, age 12-14 years, who were born prematurely and treated with mechanical assisted ventilation for respiratory distress syndrome in the neonatal intensive care unit, and you compared these results to those of 20 control children.  You found a significant decrement in lung and exercise function in your study group.  Successful completion of this study did require the help of several people.  You are now writing a manuscript you intend to submit for peer-review publication.  You will be the first author on your paper, but the following people have asked if they could be coauthors on your paper:

· Doctor Maureen Maguire:  one of your colleagues who actively participated in helping you perform the study.  For example, if you were on service when a patient came in for testing, she was present at the exercise stress test.  You discussed the paper with her at several times when the study was being formulated and when analyzing data.  She made a number of important suggestions, which improved the final study.

· Daniel Harbert:  a pulmonary function laboratory technician who performed the studies as part of his job.  He did not do anything above and beyond his job for which he is paid.

· Susan Maule:  a pulmonary function laboratory technician who performed the studies.  Although this is part of her job, for which she was paid, she volunteered to come in on nights and week-ends to study some patients who could not come in during the day.  She did not get paid for these extra studies.  She also helped with some data analysis, and she was a resource for technical aspects of the testing.  She is hoping to go to medical school in a few years.

· Doctor Clark Mueller:  one of your colleagues and a good friend.  He did not participate in the study, but he suggested that if you put his name on all of your papers as an author, and if he puts your name on all of his papers as an author, you will both benefit by increasing your CVs.
· Doctor Steve Pavlak:  Chief of Neonatology and Clinical Director of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit where the patients were all treated during their neonatal illness.  You discussed the study with him in order to obtain his approval to access the patients.  He did nothing else in performance of the study.

·  Doctor David Sturdy:  Chief of Pediatric Pulmonology, your boss.  He did nothing on your study, but his name is traditionally put on all papers coming from the Division as senior author.

Question:   Who should be offered authorship on your paper and why?  If you would not offer authorship to an individual above, what would that person have to have done to deserve authorship?
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