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ative Angelenos Laney and Thomas Techentin 

agree: it would be hard to grow up in this city 

and not know about Childrens Hospital Los Angeles. 

Neither of them can remember a time before they’d 

heard of its outstanding service to the community.

Even as a teenager, Mrs. Techentin volunteered at the 

hospital. She worked as a Toy Lady—delivering stuffed 

animals, books and encouraging smiles to in-house 

patients. She also was a debutante a few decades back, 

presented at the annual Las Madrinas Debutante Ball, 

hosted by one of the hospital’s legendary Affiliate fund-

raising groups. 

Today Mrs. Techentin is a member of Las Madrinas, 

raising money and goodwill for Childrens Hospital. 

“Our current project will raise $5 million to research 

new diagnostic tests and better interventions for 

autism,” she says. 

Michele Kipke, PhD, is lead investigator for The 

Las Madrinas Endowment for Autism Research, 

Interventions and Outcomes. “Today, one in every 150 

children faces this disorder,” says Mrs. Techentin. “Yet 

there are no effective ways to prevent it, no fully effec-

tive treatments and no cure. As a group, Las Madrinas 

is determined to help change that.” 

Mr. Techentin is president of Chelsea Management 

Company, an independent Los Angeles-based invest-

ment counsel firm chartered by the State of California. 

He joined the firm 35 years ago and today leads it in 

managing over one billion dollars for individuals, 

insurance companies, charitable foundations, endow-

ment funds, religious organizations and employee  

benefit plans. 

“Our approach is conservative and risk-adverse 

because when it comes to managing money, that’s the 

wise strategy,” explains Mr. Techentin. “On the other 

hand, when tackling pediatric disease, it’s best to be 

more daring.”

No wonder then that the Techentins value Childrens 

Hospital’s willingness to test promising new therapies. 

Late last year they expressed their support by joining 

the First Families Legacy Program, with a generous gift 

that will help build and equip the 317-bed New Hospital 

Building scheduled to open in 2010. 

The Techentins have two sons, Warren and Nick; 

Warren is married to Mimi Won Techentin. Their 

daughter, Kristin Harrison, a member of Childrens 

Chain and Las Madrinas, and son-in-law, Berkeley 

Harrison, have made them the proud grandparents 

of two: Benjamin and William. They are committed 

to supporting causes they feel strongly about, such as 

education and the arts. “And Childrens Hospital Los 

Angeles, of course,” adds Mr. Techentin.

Recently, the Techentins joined other First Families 

benefactors for dinner and a few brief presentations. 

One of them was given by a woman who had been their 

son’s high school classmate. It wasn’t until that night 

that they learned her baby had been born with Down 

syndrome. She thanked donors for making Childrens 
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First Families Legacy Program welcomes 
Elayne and Thomas Techentin 

Back: Nick Techentin (left), Thomas Techentin, Kristin 
Harrison, Elayne Techentin, Berkeley Harrison, Warren 
Techentin and Mimi Won Techentin. Front: Benjamin  
and William Harrison
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Elsa Baruch and Ruth Garcia-Corrales (at podium) of La Curacao.

Roses and Fundacion La Curacao honored at National 
Philanthropy Day

annual operating dollars for the 

hospital. Her co-chair is Bruce 

Meyer, that childhood friend 

with whom she made her first 

$100 gift to Childrens Hospital. 

Previously, she and her hus-

band co-chaired “Living Proof: 

The Campaign for Childrens 

Hospital Los Angeles,” which 

raised $556 million. Mr. Rose 

served for more than 17 years 

on the Childrens Hospital Los 

Angeles Board of Trustees and 

is a lifetime honorary member 

of the Board.

“The overriding thing that 

has always inspired me about 

Childrens Hospital is the com-

mitment of the people who 

work there,” Mr. Rose explains. 

“I call them quiet heroes. In 

more than four decades to 

civic responsibility, holding 

leadership positions in several 

prestigious charitable organi-

zations. He currently is work-

ing with the mayor of Pasadena 

on a task force to support local 

public schools. 

Reaching out to children

Fundacion La Curacao Para Los 

Niños is the philanthropic arm 

of La Curacao USA, a growing 

chain of larger-format depart-

ment stores with a Hispanic 

focus. The foundation, whose 

mission is to improve the qual-

ity of life for children in the 

community, formed a partner-

ship with Childrens Hospital 

after an employee’s child was 

successfully treated there for a 

severe allergic reaction.

Through wristband sales at 

La Curacao stores, Fundacion 

La Curacao raised funds to 

support construction of the 

New Hospital Building and a 

Hospital a reality for youngsters like hers, who already 

has undergone two open-heart surgeries and is sched-

uled for another. 

“It reminded us that life can bring tremendous 

challenge,” says Mrs. Techentin. “When it’s your own 

child who needs help, Childrens Hospital becomes 

a real beacon of light and hope. That’s a remarkable 

achievement.” •

La Curacao/Childrens Hospital 

Mother’s Day event. The now-

annual event provides moth-

ers of sick children with a brief 

reprieve from the day-to-day 

care of their ill child and pro-

vides a sense of hope and heal-

ing for families.

Fundacion La Curacao 

takes an active role in numer-

ous philanthropic endeavors, 

including donating basic items 

to low-income families, hosting 

a Children’s Fair to encourage 

children to stay in school, pro-

viding college scholarships for 

Latino students and hosting a 

children’s talent competition 

and inter-league soccer cup.

“We feel very proud to be able 

to give back to the community 

and support Childrens Hospital,” 

explains Elsa Baruch, director 

of Fundacion La Curacao. “Our 

mission is to improve the qual-

ity of life for children, and that 

is exactly what this hospital does 

every day.” •

many ways they’re philanthro-

pists themselves in what they 

give to children and families in 

our community.”

The couple’s philanthropic 

efforts extend beyond the hos-

pital. Mrs. Rose has served 

in leadership capacities with 

Banning Residence Museum 

and Kidspace Children’s 

Museum. Mr. Rose has devoted 
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A gift that gives back!

A Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) is 
created by transferring a minimum 
of $5,000 in cash or other assets 
to Childrens Hospital Los Angeles. 
The donor receives a steady, fixed 
amount for life that is partially 
tax-free. At the donor’s death, the 
remaining balance goes to Childrens 
Hospital. CGAs offer excellent pay-
ment rates (up to 9.5 percent) and 
an income tax charitable deduction 
for the donor.

If you defer the payments from your 
CGA, the amount you eventually 
receive will increase significantly. 
With a deferred CGA, you make 
your contribution now and receive 
an immediate income tax charitable 
deduction, but you postpone the 
start of your income until a specified 
future date. Because payments are 
deferred, the rate is considerably 
higher than the rate for an immedi-
ate annuity.

To find out more about Charitable 
Gift Annuities, please contact  
David D. Watts, associate vice  
president of Major and Planned 
Gifts, at 323-361-1752 or  
giftplanning@chla.usc.edu, or Robert 
Weiner, assistant vice president of 
Development, at 323-361-1749. •

Charitable Gift Annuity

Bequests: gifts for the future
Making a contribution to Childrens Hospital Los Ange-

les through your will or living trust gives you the chance 

to make a difference in the lives of children far into the 

future. This type of charitable giving is easy to set up and 

does not interfere with your current cash flow. It is one of 

the simplest ways to make a gift.

Childrens Hospital estate planning experts David Watts 

and Robert Weiner have more than 40 years of experience 

helping people meet their philanthropic goals through 

planned gifts. They often work with people who are inter-

ested in giving to Childrens Hospital through their will.

“We are always happy to help people give in a way that is mean-

ingful and beneficial to them,” Mr. Watts says. “Prospective 

donors aren’t obligated to give to us in any way, all inquiries 

are kept confidential and our services are free of charge.” 

	 How it works

	 You can choose from among several options for making  

	 a charitable bequest or gift through your living trust:

•	 Give a specific dollar amount to the hospital 

	 (the most common method)

•	 Give a percentage of your estate’s net value

•	 Give part or all of your “residuary estate,” which means  

	 the hospital will receive all or part of what remains  

	 in your estate after all other gifts and obligations  

	 are satisfied.

To learn more about charitable bequests, or to notify us 

of a gift you have already made, please contact David 

Watts, associate vice president of Major and Planned 

Gifts, at 323-361-1752, or giftplanning@chla.usc.edu, or 

Robert Weiner, assistant vice president of Development,  

at 323-361-1749. •
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Joy Rea makes bequest to honor son
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Joy Rea’s sons, Scott (left), Johnny, Andy and Jim Rea.

oy Rea understands a family’s pain 

and heartache when a child faces a 

life-threatening illness. She experi-

enced it first-hand many years ago with 

her youngest son, Johnny, who in his six 

years of life endured surgeries, countless 

doctor visits and extended stays at Chil-

drens Hospital Los Angeles. 

To honor her son’s memory and help 

families with seriously ill children, Mrs. 

Rea recently made a $150,000 bequest to 

the New Hospital Building. Her generous 

gift will be recognized in a new Pediatric 

Intensive Care Unit (PICU) room bear-

ing Johnny’s name. “Childrens Hospital 

is where Johnny’s memory belongs,” 

says Mrs. Rea.

Shortly after Johnny was born on 

April 3, 1966, he was diagnosed with a 

rare form of hydrocephalus, a condition 

in which there is excessive accumula-

tion of fluid in the brain. His pediatri-

cian sent Mrs. Rea and her husband, 

Homer, to Childrens Hospital to see 

Frank Anderson, MD, whom he called 

“the finest pediatric neurosurgeon in 

Southern California.”

Over the next six years, Johnny 

underwent four surgeries at Childrens 

Hospital. During that time, Mr. and 

Mrs. Rea logged hundreds of miles 

to the hospital from their home in 

Fullerton. “I wasn’t allowed to stay  

in the room with him; I’d stay until 

midnight and come back the next 

morning at six,” she says, adding it was 

a challenging time with three young 

boys at home.

When Johnny was four years old, 

he began going to a Special Education 

School in Fullerton which he very much 

enjoyed. Unfortunately, his medical 

problems continued and he died dur-

ing a seizure on May 12, 1972. After 

his death, Mrs. Rea made Childrens 

Hospital one of her main charities, 

donating more than $55,000. She is 

so pleased with how the hospital has 

changed over the years into its present 

inviting, nurturing environment. 

Mrs. Rea was born and grew up in Los 

Angeles, graduating from Los Angeles 

High School. She received degrees from 

Pomona College and UC Berkeley, 

and was a teacher before she had chil-

dren. Mr. Rea retired from UNOCAL 

Corporation after working there for 40 

years as a chemical engineer.

New Hospital Building, Mrs. Rea says, “I 

learned from experience that children and 

their parents need a place where they can 

be together to encourage, strengthen and 

comfort one another. This gift, I believe, 

is the most loving and meaningful way I 

can perpetuate Johnny’s memory, honor 

future children and their parents, and 

provide for them a sanctuary where they 

can all be together as a family. •

The couple still resides in Fullerton 

after raising three sons: Jim, owner of a 

software development company; Scott, 

a composer/producer; and Andy, an 

artist/graphic designer. “Johnny had 

a beautiful relationship with his three 

older brothers, who bonded with him in 

every way,” Mrs. Rea recalls. 

With her bequest to name a room in 

the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit in the 


